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Tour six brilliantly
creative homes

MEET THE FURNITURE  
AND FABRIC TRENDS 

SHAPING INTERIORS NOW 

Master the art of 
stylish, cosy living

WHERE DESIGN GETS
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H O M E S
88 DU B LI N HOUS E R e ge n c y  g r a n d e u r  a n d 

contemporary design combine to striking effect

98 GET THE LOOK Fiery hues and dark accents

100 MADRID APARTMENT This home reflects its 
art deco exterior with curves in every room and 
warmth thanks to a palette of earthy hues

108 MILAN APARTMENT A space that celebrates 
cutting-edge design and unexpected colour combos

117 GET THE LOOK Big up maximalist style with 
cool textures and playful details

118 MILAN HOME Proof a space can be both fiercely 
industrial on the surface, yet serene at its heart

126 TORONTO PENTHOUSE An 80s high-rise 
flat is now an urban retreat high above the city 

133 GET THE LOOK A retro vibe brought bang up to 
date with texture and earthy tones

134 LONDON APARTMENT A harmonious look 

for an apartment in the iconic Whiteleys building

PROJECTS
144 INSPIRATION A strong, sculptural staircase 

can turn a functional space into a bold statement

150 OF THE MOMENT Meet our design obsession 
– the ceramic stove popular in northern Europe 

154 E XP E R T A DVI C E The secrets to getting a 
lighting plan right for any room

L I F E S T Y L E
159 LDF REPORT Our pick of must-see events at 

the annual London Design Festival

164 HOTELS London’s hottest new places to stay

167 SPOTLIGHT This year’s Focus/26 event

170 FINAL WORD Staffan and Monique Tollgård 
share their seven design rules

A N D  T H E  R E S T
13 EDITOR’S LETTER

54 DESIGN LAB Let our stylists help you

84 SUBSCRIBE Save 35%
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Among the many trends to emerge from this year’s Milan Design Week, 

lacquer stood out as one of the most exciting, glamorous, eye-catching 

and, well, shiny. It just seemed to be everywhere, from the super sexy 

Field table by Vincent Van Duysen for B&B Italia to the equally slick 

Nolo table by Simone Bonanni for S-CAB. It ’s a reaction to the 

long-standing dominance of bouclé and muted, earthy palettes, as 

lacquer twinkles in a way that wool could never. Its high-gloss finish 

catches and reflects light, drawing the eye across a room and lending 

even simple forms a heightened sense of presence. It recalls the bold 

confidence of the 1970s and the decorative exuberance of art deco, yet 

feels surprisingly fresh when applied to contemporary silhouettes. 

Perhaps most importantly, it offers contrast. Lacquer also doesn’t have 

to be big – the lacquered metal frame of the Vivian bar stool at Bontempi 

was just enough of a flash to elevate a whole scheme. In interiors filled 

with textured linens, brushed woods and matt stone, lacquer provides a 

smooth, luminous counterpoint that creates depth and intrigue. The 

result is furniture that feels simultaneously nostalgic and modern: 

familiar forms elevated through an attention-grabbing finish.

LACQUER

trend
one

Bambù cabinet, Calligaris

Modula bedside 
table by  

Carlo Colombo 
for Lema

Vivian  
bar stool, 
Bontempi

Nolo table by 
Simone Bonanni 

for S-CAB
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40 Konstrunda decoration by Lisa Reise, £25, Ikea 41 The Mayfair sofa, from £13,250, Bazaar London 42 Original Cabin suitcase in Ink Blue, 
£1,090, Rimowa 43 Brammall candleholder in blackened bronze, £65, Oka 44 Palmarosa and vetiver hand soap, £22, Austin Austin 45 Koala 
indoor low-back bar stool, price on request, S-Cab 46 Sindri forged side table, £1,380, Made by TallBoy 47 Maura shelving unit, £999, Heal’s
48 Carthen rug in Llyn, from £1,773, Wild Abandon collection at A Rum Fellow 49 Zebra chenille Rust Brown Ashton storage stool, £115, Next 

50 Walter pendant size 2 in weathered bronze, £689, Original BTC
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